
EDWARDSBURG VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES 
May 15, 2023 

 
The meeting of the Edwardsburg Village Council was called to order at 7:00 pm by President 
Dennis Peak, those in attendance were Paula Ralph (Clerk), Sarah Overgaard (Treasurer) and 
Trustees Sam Garwood, Nancy Stoner, Terry Bidwell, Jay Penny, Laura Hughes and Kellen 
 Van Hulle. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Hughes to approve the agenda as 
presented.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
  
Public Comments:   

 Melanie Galbreath, 69445 Section Street, made the comment that trucks have been using 
Section Street to get to the industrial park.  President Peak said we would talk to Chief 
Westrick and have an office patrol that street more often. 

 County Commissioner Samuel Barrera provided the board with topics of interest within 
the county.  A complete transcript of the minutes can be found at www.casscountymi.org.  
 

Approval of Minutes:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve the minutes of 
the 04/18/2023 Regular Boad Meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Revenue/Expenditure Report:  Motion made by Penny, seconded by Van Hulle to 
approve the Revenue/Expenditure Report for the period of 04/01/2023 to 04/30/2023 as 
presented. Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Check Register Report:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Bidwell to 
approve the Check Register Report checks #36774-36849, grand total of $200,303.78.   Roll call 
vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  The April 2023 (unaudited) monthly receipts totaled $116,700.85. 
 
Public Hearings:  At 7:15 Trustee Bidwell made a motion to close the regular meeting and open 
the Special Assessment public hearing, supported by Trustee VanHulle.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried.  Treasurer Overgaard reported that there are 62 sewer assessments past due that will be 
put on the Village tax bills.  No one was in the audience to speak to this so President Peak asked 
for council discussion.  Being none, Trustee Stoner made a motion to close the Special 
Assessment public hearing at 7:20 and open the Truth in Taxation public hearing.  Supported by 
Trustee Hughes  All in favor.  Motion carried.  President Peak explained Truth in Taxation and 
asked for any public comment and for council discussion.  Being none, Trustee Bidwell made a 
motion to close the Truth in Taxation public hearing at 7:22 and reopen the regular Village 
Council meeting.  Supported by Trustee Hughes.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

Presidents Report:  Ontwa Township and The Village of Edwardsburg are in need of putting 
together a park and recreation committee for the purpose of the Elkhart Road Path grant.  Motion 
made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to appoint Laura Hughes and Dennis Peak to that 
committee.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
DPW Report:  Mike and Frank Williams with Peerless Midwest reported that they are still 
dealing with EGLE going up the chain of command to keep the Iron Filtration Plant process 
moving.  They did suggest that President Peak submit a letter on behalf of the Village stating 
concerns in the delay. 
 
Cemetery Board:  None 
 
Enforcement Officer/Zoning Administrator:  Following up on the blight letters were sent out 
prior to the Ontwa Township Clean-up Day. 
 
Building/Electrical/Plumbing/Mechanical Reports:  Mechanical Permits: 1 permit issued; 
$210.00 collected.    
 
Police Board:  Police Chief Doug Westrick provided the statistics for the month of April 2023 
within the village, they are as follows: Calls for Service totaled 198, total Traffic Crashes 1.  
 

Ambulance Board: Ambulance Administrator Dennis Closson provided the Agency Activity 
Summary report for the month of April 2023.  The total number of incidents was 86.  
Edwardsburg 15, Ontwa 35, Milton 3, Mason 1, Jefferson 2, Porter 1, Dowagiac 7, Niles Twp. 1, 
Cassopolis 7, Niles City 3, Sturgis 6, St Joe 3, and other 2. 

 

Fire Board:  None 
 
Parks Administrator:  The Village will be putting together its own park and recreation 
committee to look at the updates for Gunn Park prior to submitting a Spark Grant Application. 

Water Commissioner:  None 

Street Administrator:  

 Paving projects are complete! 

 Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Garwood to hire INSERV, Inc. to provide a 
camera inspection and jet 5 to 6 basins on Cass Street (202-463-818).  Cost not to exceed 
$8,000.00.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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Building & Grounds:  None 

Equipment Supervisor:  

 Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to purchase a JCB Loader with telescoping 
arm  for $167,921.08 (641-850-970).   Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Recycling/Refuse Administrator:  None 
 
Planning Commission:  Will meet May 23, 2023. 
 
Chamber of Commerce:  None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Truth In Taxation Resolution of Intent:  Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Van Hulle to 
adopt Resolution of Intent.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  (See Appendix A) 
 
Resolution 2023-02 Delinquent Tax Collection:  Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Van 
Hulle to adopt Resolution 2023-02.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  (See Appendix B) 
 
Resolution 2023-03 Spark Grant:  Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Hughes to table 
Resolution 2023-03.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  (See Appendix C) 
 
Washington Blvd:  There was an announcement that due to a land split, parcel 14-091-106-002-
01 at the dead end of Washington Boulevard has been given a Washington Boulevard address 
will have access to Washing Boulevard. 
 
Adjournment:  With no objection President Peak adjourned the meeting at 8:30. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 Next Village Council Meeting – Monday, May 19th @ 7:00 p.m. 
 The office will be closed Monday, May 29th. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paula S. Ralph, Clerk 
Village of Edwardsburg 
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Appendix A 

 

RESOLUTION OF INTENT 
Village of Edwardsburg 
Cass County, Michigan 

 
 

WHEREAS, the council of the Village of Edwardsburg in order to maintain the 
  operations of the Village of Edwardsburg, County of Cass, proposes 
  to levy the maximum allowable of 7.5003 operating mills by holding 
  a hearing, which will generate revenues of $202,449.00 
 
WHEREAS, without a hearing due to the Truth in Taxation Rollback, 7.1117   
  operating mills would be levied, which would generate revenues  
  of $191,960.00 
 
THEREFORE, by passing the resolution of intent additional revenues of $10,489.00. 
  will be generated. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,    that this Council adopted the resolution  
  and sent copies of the same to County Clerk's Office, Equalization 
  Office, and the Ontwa Township Clerk's Office. 
 
 

 
 
 
ADOPTED THE  15th DAY OF MAY, 2023 
 
 
_______________________________          __________________________________ 
Paula S. Ralph                Dennis Peak 
Village Clerk                Village President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix B 

VILLAGE OF EDWARDSBURG 

CASS COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2023-02 

RESOLUTION TO EXTEND SUBMISSION DEADLINE OF DELINQUENT TAXES TO 
COUNTY TREASURER PRUSANT TO MCL 69.18(2) (AS AMENDED) 

WHEREAS,  the Village of Edwardsburg must submit delinquent taxes to the Cass County 
Treasurer on September 15th for collection; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Edwardsburg, may extend that deadline to when the Cass County 
Treasurer is required to declare property taxes delinquent and submit for collect by 
resolution per MCL 69.18(2); and 

WHEREAS, the Cass County Treasurer submits delinquent property taxes for collection on 
March 1st following the year those property taxes were billed; and 

WHEREAS, a resolution extending the deadline for submission shall be effective in the current 
tax year if resolved by June 1st of that year; and 

WHEREAS, a resolution extending the deadline for submission shall be effective into perpetuity                               
  until or unless revoked by resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS,  a resolution extending the deadline for submission to the Cass County Treasurer 

does not change any and all fees and interest imposed by law.  MCL 211.1 et seq 
 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of The Village of Edwardsburg 
extends the deadline for submitting delinquent property taxes to the Cass County Treasurer from 
September 15th of the taxing year to the following March 1st.   

 

Upon a motion made by Council member ___________ and supported by Council member 
____________, the foregoing Resolution was duly resolved. 
 
AYES:   
NAYS:   
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
 
Resolved this 15th day of May 2023. 
 
_____________________________    ______________________________ 
Dennis Peak, Village President    Paula S. Ralph, Village Clerk 

 

       
 



Appendix C 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-03 

RESOLUTION OF AUTHORIZATION 

LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT MATCH WITHOUT DONATED 
FUNDS 

WHEREAS, the Village of Edwardsburg supports the submission of an 
application titled, "Gunn Park Project" to the Spark grant program for universal 
accessibility improvements at Gunn Park located on Pleasant Lake; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Edwardsburg is hereby making a financial 

commitment to the project in the amount of $1,000,000 matching funds, in cash 
and/or force account; and, 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Edwardsburg hereby 

authorizes submission of a Spark Application for $1,000,000, and further resolves to 
make available its financial obligation amount of $100,000 of a total $1,000,000 project 
cost, during the 2024- 2025 fiscal year. 

 
Adopted by the Village of Edwardsburg Council on May 15, 2023. 
 

___________________________________  ________________________________ 
Dennis Peak, Village President   Paula S. Ralph, Village Clerk 
 
 

 
 


