
EDWARDSBURG VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES 
December 18, 2023 

 
The meeting of the Edwardsburg Village Council was called to order at 7:00 pm by President 
Dennis Peak, those in attendance were Paula Ralph (Clerk), Sarah Overgaard (Treasurer) and 
Trustees Sam Garwood, Nancy Stoner, Terry Bidwell, Jay Penny, Laura Hughes and Kellen Van 
Hulle. 
 

Approval of Agenda:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Hughes to approve the agenda as 
presented.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
  

Public Comments:  None 

Approval of Minutes:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Hughes to approve the minutes of 
the 11/20/2023 Regular Boad Meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Revenue/Expenditure Report:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Bidwell 
to approve the Revenue/Expenditure Report for the period of 04/01/2023 to 11/30/2023 as 
presented. Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Approval of Check Register Report:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Hughes to 
approve the Check Register Report checks #37333-37394, grand total of $40,361.80.   Roll call 
vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The November 2023 (unaudited) monthly receipts totaled $74,868.32. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

Presidents Report:  President Peak explained the history of giving an employee appreciation 
bonus to the full-time and part-time employees of the Village.  Motion was made by Bidwell, 
supported by Stoner, to give the full-time employees a $200.00 bonus and the part-time 
employees a $100.00 bonus.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Invoices for Approval:  None 
 

Cemetery Board:  The Cemetery Board met December 12th for their quarterly meeting.  The 
drives have been crack filled and will be sealed in the spring.  The board agreed to buy back six 
plots. 
 

Library Board:  None 
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Enforcement Officer/Zoning Administrator:  None 
 

Building/Electrical/Plumbing/Mechanical Reports:  Building Permit: 1 permit issued; 
$255.00 collected.  Electrical Permits: 2 permits issued; $412.00 collected.  Plumbing & 
Mechanical Report: 4 permits issued; $990.00 collected.      
 

Police Board:  Police Chief Doug Westrick provided the statistics for the month of November 
2023 within the village, they are as follows: Calls for Service totaled 154, total Traffic Crashes 4.  
 

Ambulance Board:  Ambulance Administrator Dennis Closson provided the Agency Activity 
Summary report for the month of November 2023.  The total number of incidents was 121.  
Edwardsburg 25, Ontwa 40, Milton 1, Jefferson 4, Porter 1, Dowagiac 13, Cassopolis 14 Howard 
Twp. 1, Niles City 18 Sturgis 1, St. Joseph 2 and Watervliet 1. 

 

Fire Board:  Jacque Tighe, Fire Board representative provided year to date stats.  Village of 
Edwardsburg 28, Ontwa Township 130, Jefferson Township 40, Milton Township 41 and Mutual 
Aide 27. 
 

Parks Administrator:  None 

Water Commissioner:   

 Frank Williams with Peerless Midwest reported that the project is on schedule. 

 Rich Low, DPW, presented an estimate to the re-piping of the existing chlorination room 
piping with schedule 80 PVC fittings.  Motion made by Penny, supported by Garwood to 
pay Peerless Midwest the estimated cost of $3,775.00 (591-553-970) for the project.  Roll 
call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 The DPW is in discussions with Comcast Cable to have internet run to the water tower so 
that the Scada unit can be moved to the tower.  We are waiting for an estimate for that 
project. 

 
 

Street Administrator:  None 

Building & Grounds:  None 

Equipment Supervisor:  None 
 

Recycling/Refuse Administrator:  None 
 

Planning Commission:  Will meet on Tuesday, December 19th. 
 

Chamber of Commerce:  None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

 No new business. 
 
 

Adjournment:  With no objection President Peak adjourned the meeting at 7:24. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 Village office closed December 25th & 26th as well as January 1st & 2nd. 
 Next Village Council Meeting – Monday, January 15th @ 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paula S. Ralph, Clerk 
Village of Edwardsburg               
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