
EDWARDSBURG VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES 
April 17, 2023 

 
The meeting of the Edwardsburg Village Council was called to order at 7:00 pm by President 
Dennis Peak, those in attendance were Paula Ralph (Clerk), Sarah Overgaard (Treasurer) and 
Trustees Sam Garwood, Nancy Stoner, Terry Bidwell and Jay Penny. 
Absent: Laura Hughes and Kellen Van Hulle. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve the agenda as 
presented.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
  
Public Comments:  None 

Approval of Minutes:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve the minutes of 
the 03/20/2023 Regular Boad Meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Revenue/Expenditure Report:  Motion made by Penny, seconded by Bidwell to 
approve the Revenue/Expenditure Report for the period of 04/01/2022 to 03/31/2023 as 
presented. Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Check Register Report:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve 
the Check Register Report checks #36705-36773, grand total of $73,175.56.   Roll call vote.  All 
in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  President Peak introduced Sarah Overgaard as the new Village Treasurer.  
Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to add Sarah to the G.W. Jones checking account 
#5018510 and CD’s 5001999, 5002000 and 5002001.  Paula Ralph and Dennis Peak will remain 
on the accounts, Sarah will be added to accounts and Meryl Christensen will be removed from 
the accounts.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
The March 2023 (unaudited) monthly receipts totaled $1,002,224.15. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

Presidents Report:  None 
 
DPW Report:  The tower cleaning/inspection is complete, and a full system flush will be done 
on Thursday, April 20th.  It will be a evening/nighttime flush to minimize disturbance to the 
residents.  Milling on Davis Street, Church Street and the alley by the post office will be on May 
4th and 5th with paving to follow on May 8th through the 10th.  The DPW will be doing a spring 
leaf pickup from May 8th through the 19th.  
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Cemetery Board:  None 
 
Enforcement Officer/Zoning Administrator:  Blight letters were sent out prior to the Ontwa 
Township Clean-up Day. 
 
Building/Electrical/Plumbing/Mechanical Reports:  Building Permits: 1 permit issued; 
$225.00 collected.  Electrical Permits: 2 permits issued; $327.00 collected.  
 
Police Board:  Police Chief Doug Westrick provided the statistics for the month of March 2023 
within the village, they are as follows: Calls for Service totaled 227, total Traffic Crashes 1.  
 

Ambulance Board: Ambulance Administrator Dennis Closson provided the Agency Activity 
Summary report for the month of March 2023.  The total number of incidents was 97.  
Edwardsburg 13, Ontwa 41, Mason 6, Jefferson 3, Calvin 1, Porter 1, Dowagiac 6, Niles Twp. 4, 
Cassopolis 6, Penn 1, Niles City 11, St Joe 1, Watervliet 1 and other 2.  

 

Fire Board:  Fire Board Representative Jackie Tighe provided a report.  To see the complete 
minutes from the fire board meeting go to their website. 
 
Parks Administrator:  None 

Water Commissioner:  Frank Williams with Peerless Midwest reported that they have had 
continued correspondence with EGLE on the Iron Filtration Plant.  Concerns that the process is 
taking too long.  Preparing to go to the next step to take it to a higher level. 

Street Administrator:  Street Administrator Bidwell reiterated the upcoming street projects. 

Building & Grounds:  Nancy Stoner is going to get quotes to upgrade the electrical in the 
clerk’s office. 
 
Equipment Supervisor:  

 Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to pay Vermeer of Michigan to replace the 
clutch on the chipper and other repairs that may be necessary, not to exceed $7,500.00 
(641-850-970).   Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Garwood to purchase 45” Skid Steer Pallet Forks 
for $879.99 (591-552-970 and 641-850-740) 50% from each.  Roll call vote.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried. 

 Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Garwood to purchase a Plate Compactor for 
$699.99 (591-552-970).  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Garwood to purchase a 34-inch Heave Duty Steel 
Trailer Tongue Box for the trailer for $198.97 (641-850-740).  Roll call vote.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried. 
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Recycling/Refuse Administrator:  None 
 
Planning Commission:  Will meet April 25, 2023. 
 
Chamber of Commerce:  None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Treasurer – Delinquent Water/Refuse Assessments:  Treasurer Overgaard reported that there 
are 65 delinquent special assessments that will be put on the Village Summer Taxes. 
 
Adopt Resolution #2023-01:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to adopt Resolution 
2023-01 (Appendix A).  This resolution sets a Public Hearing for Monday, May 15, 2023, at 
7:15, during the regular May Village Council meeting.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Annual Exemption to PA 152:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to exercise the 
right to opt out of PA 152.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 
Adjournment:  With no objection President Pro-Tem VanHulle adjourned the meeting at 7:52. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 Next Village Council Meeting – Monday, May 15th @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paula S. Ralph, Clerk 
Village of Edwardsburg 
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