
EDWARDSBURG VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 19, 2023 

 

The meeting of the Edwardsburg Village Council was called to order at 7:00 pm by President 

Dennis Peak, those in attendance were Paula Ralph (Clerk), Sarah Overgaard (Treasurer) and 

Trustees Sam Garwood, Nancy Stoner, Terry Bidwell, Jay Penny, Laura Hughes and Kellen 

Van Hulle. 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Hughes to approve the agenda as 

presented.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

  

Public Comments:   

• Cass County Drain Commissioner Jeff Van Belle talked about the SAD for Pleasant Lake 

stating that costs have gone up and invited the Village to take part.  He also discussed 

property on M-62 (14-091-105-011-00) that will be going to tax sale.  It is a non-

buildable property that backs up to the Village Hall by the water/swamp.  If the Village 

Council instructs him to move forward with acquiring it for the Village drain system he 

will do so.  No action was taken. 

• County Commissioner Samuel Barrera provided the board with topics of interest within 

the county.  A complete transcript of the minutes can be found at www.casscountymi.org.  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve the minutes of 

the 05/15/2023 Regular Boad Meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Revenue/Expenditure Report:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Bidwell 

to approve the Revenue/Expenditure Report for the period of 04/01/2023 to 05/31/2023 as 

presented. Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Check Register Report:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Hughes to 

approve the Check Register Report checks #36850-36934, grand total of $147,063.87.   Roll call 

vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The April 2023 (unaudited) monthly receipts totaled $68,849.75. 

 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Resolution 2023-03 Spark Grant:  Motion made by Hughes, supported by Bidwell to adopt 

Resolution 2023-03, A resolution to approve a Michigan Department of Natural Resources Spark 

Grant Application.  (Appendix A) All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 
EDWARDSBURG VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 19, 2023 

Page One 

http://www.casscountymi.org/


COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  

Presidents Report:  None 

 

DPW Report:  See Appendix B 

 

Cemetery Board:  Did not have a quorum for the meeting. 

 

Enforcement Officer/Zoning Administrator:  Sent out more blight letters. 

 

Building/Electrical/Plumbing/Mechanical Reports:  Building Permit: 4 permits issued; 

$535.00 collected.  Electrical Permits: 2 permits issued; $346.00 collected.  Mechanical Permits: 

1 permit issued; $180.00 collected.    

 

Police Board:  Police Chief Doug Westrick provided the statistics for the month of May 2023 

within the village, they are as follows: Calls for Service totaled 222, total Traffic Crashes 2.  
 

Ambulance Board: Ambulance Administrator Dennis Closson provided the Agency Activity 

Summary report for the month of May 2023.  The total number of incidents was 109.  

Edwardsburg 19, Ontwa 41, Mason 4, Jefferson 5, Porter 1, Dowagiac 15, Niles Twp. 5, 

Cassopolis 4, Niles City 4, Sturgis 3, Three Rivers 1, St Joe 6, and other 1. 
 

Fire Board:  None 

 

Parks Administrator: Working on the Spark Grant Application.  The application submission 

date is Monday, June 26th.  The grants will be awarded in September.  

Water Commissioner:   

• Motion made by Penny, seconded by Hughes to pay Eurofins $325.00 (591-205-925) for 

testing and analysis.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Hughes to purchase a Self-Leveling Rotary Laser 

System, not to exceed $650.00 (591-552-970).  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

• Motion made by Penny, seconded by Van Hulle to pay Williams & Works approximately 

$2,500.00 (591-552-818) for the ongoing 2021 Reliability Study.  Roll call vote.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Street Administrator:   

• Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Stoner to have the DPW remove the sidewalk on 

the north side of Church Street between Lake Street and First Street.  Roll call vote.  All 

in favor.  Motion carried. 
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• Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Van Hulle to pay Michigan Pavement Marking, 

not to exceed $800.00 to repaint the centerline of Cass Street from the Village limit to M-

62 (202-463-818).  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Building & Grounds:  Motion made by Van Hulle, supported by Penny to allow the DPW to 

purchase 10 gallons of paint $250.00 to restripe the public parking lot.  Roll call vote.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

Equipment Supervisor:  None 

 

Recycling/Refuse Administrator:  None 

 

Planning Commission:  None 

 

Chamber of Commerce:  None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Loan from Circle FCU:   Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Stoner to take out a loan at 

Circle Federal Credit Union to pay for the new loader.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no objection President Peak adjourned the meeting at 8:00. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

• Next board meeting will be on Monday, July 17, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paula S. Ralph, Clerk 

Village of Edwardsburg 
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Appendix A 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-03  
   

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES SPARK GRANT APPLICATION  

  

Introduced by the Park & Recreation Committee  

  

  

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources is making grant funds of up to  

$1,000,000 available to local units of government through its Spark Grant Program; and  

  

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Committee is requesting approval to submit an 

application for funding; and  

  

WHEREAS, the requested application will be in the amount of $750,000, with no required 

local match; and  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the Edwardsburg Village 

Council approves the Parks and Recreation Committee’s request to apply for Michigan Spark 

Grant funds; and  

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk is authorized to make budgets amendments to 

the adopted budget, in the event the grant is authorized.   

  

Adopted by the Village of Edwardsburg Council on June 19, 2023.  

   

   

_____________________________           ________________________________  

Dennis Peak, Village President          Paula S. Ralph, Village Clerk  

   

   
 

CERTIFICATION  

   

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of Resolution No. 2023-03, adopted 

by the Edwardsburg Village Council, Cass County, Michigan, at a regular meeting held on the 19th 

day of June, 2023 and that the meeting was held and the minutes therefore were filed is compliance 

with Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976.  

   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto affixed my official signature this 19th day of June, 2023.  

   

   

________________________________  

Paula S. Ralph, Village Clerk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix B 

 

June 2023 board meeting 

Water 

No new news on IRP from EGLE 

Streets: 

Cass St storm line cleaning/camera 

We worked with Inserve to clean the catch basins on Cass St after which we jetted 

and ran a camera through the lines to access the quality of the storm system. 

We found several near plugged lines and cleared them to gain proper flow 

throughout the system. We did find several pipes to be separated and a large hole 

in the bottom of 1 pipe between Church st and the post office driveway. The rest of 

the lines were intact. I will also note that none of the mainline basins have a bottom 

in them and will continue to gradually drop over time. There are also several basins 

on the eastside of Cass that go to nothing and have bottoms (only a weep hole to 

drain) 

It is my recommendation that we continue to look into upgrading the storm system 

in the near future along that route due to the basins settling over time potentially 

causing them to collapse. 

Swale improvements 

We are in the process of planning to improve the drainage ditches along several 

streets and would like to know if we should post something to let the public know 

what we are doing and allow feedback from them. We would also like approval for 

the purchase of a grade laser to aid in the process of grading properly.( Not to 

exceed $650) a laser would also prove beneficial for sidewalk work.(see quotes) 

Section St stop light & path. 

The US12 path extension and stop light work at section st began June 12th and will 

continue through the end of august. 

I would like to have the centerline of Cass St repainted from village limit to M-62 

(contractor) county contract pricing. $500-800 approximately. (Michigan 

Pavement Marking) 



 

 

Sidewalks 

We would like to get everyone’s thoughts on removing the section of sidewalk on 

the North side of Church between Lake St and First St. The sidewalk does not 

connect to anything, and there is sidewalk on the opposite side of the road the 

entire length of Church. This would aid with a drainage issue for the house on the 

northwest corner of Church and lake and allow them to replace their driveway to 

eliminate the flooding they experience. 

Building & grounds 

I would also like to repaint the public lot parking stripes (we will do) Will need to 

purchase the paint only. $120 for 5 gallons (yellow) not sure of quantity we will 

need yet. This may be easier to do on a weekend to avoid any conflicts with 

businesses requiring parking. 

Village hall /garage repairs 

Gutters need repaired/replaced. 

Downspouts need repaired. 

Garage overhead doors need seals replaced. 

Top panel of west door needs top panel replaced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


