
EDWARDSBURG VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 20, 2023 

 
The meeting of the Edwardsburg Village Council was called to order at 7:00 pm by President 
Dennis Peak, those in attendance were Paula Ralph (Clerk), Meryl Christensen (Treasurer) and 
Trustees Sam Garwood, Nancy Stoner, Terry Bidwell, Jay Penny, Laura Hughes and Kellen Van 
Hulle. 
 
The Village Council had the honor of having Boy Scout Troup 593 lead the Council and 
audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve the agenda as 
presented.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
  
Public Comments:   

 County Commissioner Samuel Barrera provided the board with topics of interest within 
the county.  A complete transcript of the minutes can be found at www.casscountymi.org.  
 

 Gordon Carr, 26919 Church Street addressed the council regarding the Elkhart Road Path 
Resolution.  He voiced concerns that the Village residents are paying double on the path 
since they pay taxes to Ontwa Township as well as the Village of Edwardsburg. 
 

 Sandra Seanor, Cass County Road Commissioner explained that one-third of the path 
would be in the Village limits so the Village would only be paying for that portion not to 
exceed $120,000.00. 

Approval of Minutes:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve the minutes of 
the 01/16/2023 Regular Boad Meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Revenue/Expenditure Report:  Motion made by Penny, seconded by Van Hulle to 
approve the Revenue/Expenditure Report for the period of 04/01/2022 to 01/31/2023 as 
presented. Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Check Register Report:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Bidwell to 
approve the Check Register Report checks #36548-36621, grand total of $93,273.47   Roll call 
vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  The January 2023 (unaudited) monthly receipts totaled $109,213.09. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

Presidents Report:   

 President Peak will be making new appointments in April. 
 

 After months of discussion regarding hiring a Village Manager the direction has changed 
to combining the part-time Treasurer’s position and the part-time Utility Billing Clerk 
position to create a new full-time position.  Motion made by Bidwell, supported by 
Stoner to post and hire a full-time Treasurer/Utility Billing Clerk.  Roll call vote.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried. 

   
Invoices for Approval:  Motion made by Stoner, supported by Van Hulle to pay Kotz Sangster 
Wysocki P.C. $3,221.51 (101-104-826) for legal fees.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
DPW Report:  None 
 
Cemetery Board:  None 
 
Enforcement Officer/Zoning Administrator:  Blight letters will be going out in March. 
 
Building/Electrical/Plumbing/Mechanical Reports:  Electrical Permits: 1 permit issued; 
$288.00 collected.    
 
Police Board:  Police Chief Doug Westrick provided the statistics for the month of January 2023 
within the village, they are as follows: Calls for Service totaled 192, total Traffic Crashes 3.  
 

Ambulance Board: Ambulance Administrator Dennis Closson provided the Agency Activity 
Summary report for the month of January 2023.  The total number of incidents was 93.  
Edwardsburg 10, Ontwa 49, Mason 5, Jefferson 2, Calvin 1, Porter 1, Dowagiac 11, Niles Twp. 
2, Cassopolis 4, Howard Twp. 1, Niles City 2, Sturgis 4, and Watervliet 1. 

 

Fire Board:  Fire Board Representative Jackie Tighe provided stats for runs.  Calendar Year to 
Date: Village of Edwardsburg 2, Ontwa Township 13, Jefferson Township 4, Milton Township 5 
and Mutual Aide 3. 
 
Parks Administrator:  None 

Water Commissioner:  None 

Street Administrator:  None 

Building & Grounds:  None 
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Equipment Supervisor:  None 
 
Recycling/Refuse Administrator:  None 
 
Planning Commission:  Will not meet in February. 
 
Chamber of Commerce:  None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Elkhart Road Path Resolution:  After much discussion, a motion was made by Van Hulle, 
supported by Garwood to adopt the Elkhart Road Path Resolution (Appendix A).  Roll call vote: 
Garwood-yes, Stoner-no, Bidwell-yes, Penny-no, Hughes-yes and Van Hulle-yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Budget Amendments 2022-2023 Fiscal Year:  Motion made by Bidwell, supported by 
VanHulle to approve the February 2023 Budget Amendments as presented by Clerk Ralph.  Roll 
call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Set Budget Public Hearing:  Motion made by VanHulle, seconded by Bidwell to hold a public 
hearing for the Proposed 2023-2024 Budget at 7:15 on Monday, March 20th during the Regular 
Village Council meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Appreciation Payment for Lonnie Brown:  Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Van Hulle 
to pay Lonnie Brown $200.00 for putting up and taking down the snowflakes.   
Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment:  With no objection President Peak adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 Next Village Council Meeting – Monday, March 20th @ 7:00 p.m. 
 Township cleanup days April 29th. 9:00am to 3:00pm. Volunteers needed to help.  

2, 4 or even 6 hours of service welcomed and appreciated. Do you know individuals 
or a group that may want to serve? 
 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paula S. Ralph, Clerk 
Village of Edwardsburg 
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Appendix A

Nancy Stoner and Jay Penny.

Sam Garwood, Terry Bidwell, Laura Hughes, and Kellen Van Hulle.
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