
EDWARDSBURG VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 20, 2023 

 
The meeting of the Edwardsburg Village Council was called to order at 7:00 pm by President 
Dennis Peak, those in attendance were Paula Ralph (Clerk), Meryl Christensen (Treasurer) and 
Trustees Sam Garwood, Nancy Stoner, Terry Bidwell, Jay Penny, Laura Hughes and Kellen Van 
Hulle. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion made by Hughes, seconded by Stoner to approve the agenda as 
presented.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
  
Public Comments:   

 Pat Bellaire, 26903 Main Street, brought to the council’s attention, a survey that the Fire 
Department has out.  Clerk Ralph will get a copy posted on the Village website. 

Approval of Minutes:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve the minutes of 
the 02/20/2023 Regular Boad Meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Revenue/Expenditure Report:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Bidwell 
to approve the Revenue/Expenditure Report for the period of 04/01/2022 to 02/28/2023 as 
presented. Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Check Register Report:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Bidwell to 
approve the Check Register Report checks #36622-36704, grand total of $77,469.23.   Roll call 
vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  The February 2023 (unaudited) monthly receipts totaled $146,373.29. 
 
Public Hearing Proposed 2023-2024 Budget:  At 7:15 Bidwell made a motion to close the 
regular meeting and open the public hearing, supported by Van Hulle.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried.  President Peak asked for any public comment.  With no public comment at 7:18 Bidwell 
made a motion to close the public hearing and return to the regular meeting, supported by 
VanHulle.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

Presidents Report:  President Peak made two changes to the annual appointments.  Sam 
Garwood will replace Nancy Stoner on the Planning Commission and Nancy Stoner will replace 
Kellen Van Hulle on Building & Grounds.  Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Stoner to 
approve the Presidents recommendation.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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Invoices for Approval:  Motion made by Hughes, seconded by Stoner to send Carroll Stone to 
the Limited Treatment Water Review April 11-12, 2023, in Clare, Michigan.  Cost not to exceed 
$600.00.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
DPW Report:  E&L Contracting, Inc. has been contracted to clean and inspect the water tower 
April 8-14, 2023.  This will be followed by a full system flush.  Village staff met with a 
representative from Spicer Group to discuss a plan for Cass Street repaving and storm drains.  He 
suggested the DPW jet clean the drains and then send a camera in to see if there is any damage. 
 
Cemetery Board:  The Cemetery Board met on March 14th.  They discussed marking the rows 
on the blacktop drives and placing benches throughout the cemetery for visitors.  The 
Edwardsburg Museum plans to do a cemetery tour Saturday, September 30th.  For a complete 
copy of the minutes from the Cemetery Board meeting visit the Village website 
www.villageofedwardsburg.org.  
 
Enforcement Officer/Zoning Administrator:  Blight letters will be going out prior to the 
Ontwa Township Clean-up Day. 
 
Building/Electrical/Plumbing/Mechanical Reports:  Building Permits: 1 permit issued; 
$165.00 collected.  Electrical Permits: 4 permits issued; $855.00 collected.  Mechanical Permits: 
2 permits issued; $1,715.00 collected.   
 
Police Board:  Police Chief Doug Westrick provided the statistics for the month of February 
2023 within the village, they are as follows: Calls for Service totaled 231, total Traffic Crashes 5.  
 

Ambulance Board: Ambulance Administrator Dennis Closson provided the Agency Activity 
Summary report for the month of February 2023.  The total number of incidents was 88.  
Edwardsburg 9, Ontwa 53, Jefferson 1, Dowagiac 11, Niles Twp. 1, Cassopolis 5, Niles City 3, 
Sturgis 4, and Watervliet 1. 
 

Fire Board:  None 
 
Parks Administrator:  None 

Water Commissioner:  None 

Street Administrator:  Street Administrator Bidwell presented the 2023 street contracts.  We 
will be repaving Church Street from Cass Street to First Street, Davis Street from Elkhart Road 
to M-62, and the alley between the Post Office and R&R Sharpening.  The work will be done by 
Cass County Road Commission at the cost of $91,712.58.  Motion made by Bidwell, supported 
by Hughes.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Building & Grounds:  None 
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Equipment Supervisor:  None 
 
Recycling/Refuse Administrator:  None 
 
Planning Commission:  Will meet April 25, 2023. 
 
Chamber of Commerce:  None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Approval of 2023-2024 Proposed Budget:  Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Hughes to 
approve the 2023-2024 proposed budget.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
March Budget Amendments:  Motion made by Van Hulle, supported by Hughes to approve the 
March 2023 Budget Amendments as presented by Clerk Ralph.  Roll call vote.  All in favor.  
Motion carried. 
 
Approval of 2023 Audit:  Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Van Hulle to hire Siegfried 
Crandall PC to conduct the annual audit.  Fees not to exceed $8,700.00.  Roll call vote.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Dr. A’s-smoking lounge:  Dr. Del Charbonier, part owner of Dr. A’s approached the council 
with the idea of allowing a private smoking lounge.  He did not have a set plan to present and 
was told it would require amending the ordinance.  He was told that the first step would be to 
submit a plan to the Planning Commission.  
 
 
Adjournment:  With no objection President Peak adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 Next Village Council Meeting – Monday, April 17th @ 7:00 p.m. 
 Township cleanup days April 29th. 9:00am to 3:00pm. Volunteers needed. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paula S. Ralph, Clerk 
Village of Edwardsburg 
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