EDWARDSBURG VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES
August 21, 2023

The meeting of the Edwardsburg Village Council was called to order at 7:00 pm by President
Dennis Peak, those in attendance were Paula Ralph (Clerk), Sarah Overgaard (Treasurer) and
Trustees Sam Garwood, Nancy Stoner, Terry Bidwell, Jay Penny, Laura Hughes and Kellen
Van Hulle.

Approval of Agenda: Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Hughes to approve the agenda as
presented. All in favor. Motion carried.

Public Comments:

e County Commissioner Samuel Barrera provided the board with topics of interest within
the county. A complete transcript of the minutes can be found at www.casscountymi.org.

e Gordon Carr, 26919 Church Street, brought up the issue of trucks using jake breaking.
This is an issue for the Planning Commission.

e Jason Huber, owner of Meadowview Apartments, explained to the Council that he had a
water leak leading to an excessive water bill. The issue was addressed immediately and
taken care of. Motion was made by Penny, supported by Hughes to decrease the August
bill to reflect his average bill. Roll call vote. All in favor. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Stoner to approve the minutes of
the 07/17/2023 Regular Boad Meeting. All in favor. Motion carried.

Approval of Revenue/Expenditure Report: Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Van Hulle
to approve the Revenue/Expenditure Report for the period of 04/01/2023 to 07/31/2023 as
presented. Roll call vote. All in favor. Motion carried.

Approval of Check Register Report: Motion made by Van Hulle, seconded by Bidwell to
approve the Check Register Report checks #37014-37096, grand total of $311,937.38. Roll call
vote. All in favor. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: The July 2023 (unaudited) monthly receipts totaled $107,636.88.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Property on M-62: Clerk Ralph spoke with Cass County Treasurer Hope Anderson regarding
the property on M-62 going to tax sale. The property sold in round one to a Niles resident.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

Presidents Report: President Peak gave an update and history of the Sri Chinmoy Oneness-
Home Peace Run

Invoices for Approval: Motion made by Bidwell, supported by Hughes to pay Selge
Construction $6,627.63 (591-552-818) for repair of a water line break. Roll call vote. All in
favor. Motion carried.

DPW Report: None

Cemetery Board: Will meet in September.

Enforcement Officer/Zoning Administrator: Working on Master Plan.

Building/Electrical/Plumbing/Mechanical Reports: Building Permit: 1 permit issued;
$635.00 collected. Electrical Permits: 3 permits issued; $898.00 collected. Mechanical Permits:
6 permits issued; $1,150.00 collected.

Police Board: Police Chief Doug Westrick provided the statistics for the month of July 2023
within the village, they are as follows: Calls for Service totaled 219, total Traffic Crashes 5.

Ambulance Board: Ambulance Administrator Dennis Closson provided the Agency Activity
Summary report for the month of July 2023. The total number of incidents was 129.
Edwardsburg 22, Ontwa 50, Milton 3, Mason 4, Jefferson 4, Porter 2, Dowagiac 6, Niles Twp. 1,
Cassopolis 3, Pokagon Twp. 1, Niles City 14, Buchanan 1, Bertrand Twp. 1, Sturgis 3, St Joe 12,
Watervliet 1 and other 1.

Fire Board: None

Parks Administrator: None

Water Commissioner:

e Frank Williams with Peerless Midwest reported that the Iron Filtration Plant is on
schedule to have the building up by Thanksgiving.

e Motion made by Penny, supported by Van Hulle to allow Carroll Stone to attend a
Limited Treatment class in Marshall, Michigan. Cost not to exceed $500.00 (591-205-
960) for registration and hotel. Roll call vote. All in favor. Motion carried.

Street Administrator: None

Building & Grounds: Trustee Stoner is still getting bids for addressing the electrical issues in
the Clerk’s office.
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Equipment Supervisor: Motion made by Bidwell, seconded by Van Hulle to purchase a new
impeller blade for the leaf vacuum from MTech for $1,090.08 (641-850-930). Roll call vote.
All in favor. Motion carried.

Recycling/Refuse Administrator: None

Planning Commission: Will meet on Tuesday, September 26, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

Chamber of Commerce: Fall Festival on Saturday, September 16 at the Fire Station.

NEW BUSINESS

Bids For New Shades: Clerk Ralph got 2 bids to replace blinds in the Village Hall. One from
Budget Blinds and one from Midwest Blind & Shade. Both bids were very close. Motion made
by Bidwell, supported by Garwood to place the order with Midwest Blind & Shade not to exceed
$3,600.00 (101-266-818). Roll call vote. All in favor. Motion carried.

Trash Increase: Borden is increasing their trash fees so the Council discussed if it would be
passed on to the residents. After discussion a motion was made by Garwood, seconded by
Hughes to hold off implementing the new fee until the beginning of the new fiscal year in April
2024. Roll call vote: Garwood: yes, Stoner: yes, Bidwell: yes, Penny: yes, Hughes: yes and Van
Hulle: no. Motion carried.

Adjournment: With no objection President Peak adjourned the meeting at 7:50.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
e Next board meeting will be on Monday, September 18, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.
e Master Plan Open House — Thursday, October 12, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Paula S. Ralph, Clerk
Village of Edwardsburg
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